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BORDER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  of  the  BORDER 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUCIL. 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting-  my  ninth  Annual 
Report,  that  for  the  year  1947,  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  has  been  good, 
and  with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of  Infantile 
Paralysis,  which  was  fairly  generalised  throughout 
the  Country,  no  epidemic  occurred.  Details  of  this 
outbreak  of  Infantile  Paralysis  is  given  under  Section 
F.  (Infectious  Diseases). 

The  Birth  Rate  figure  of  19.7  is  the  highest 
reached  for  several  years.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Death  Rate  is  higher  than  for  some  years  (13.4). 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  slightly  above  that 
for  the  County  as  a whole. 

Apart  from  Infantile  Paralysis,  the  position  re- 
lating to  infectious  diseases  was  quite  satisfactory. 
There  was  a rise  in  the  number  of  cases  of  measles 
notified,  but  in  this  connection  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  figure  for  1946  (48)  was  abnormal.  Even 
the  figure  of  115  for  1947  is  on  the  low  side. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  no  cases  of  Diphtheria 
were  recorded  during  the  year.  I would  specially  draw 
attention  to  the  figures  quoted  from  an  official  cir- 
cular regarding  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
country  as  a whole  during  the  past  ten  years,  that  is 
the  period  that  has  witnessed  the  introduction  of  im- 
munisation on  a large  scale. 

The  figures  are  very  striking  and  deserve  ca]-e- 
ful  study.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  assume  that  if 
every  infant  could  be  immunised  by  the  age  of  about 
9 months,  and  re-immunised  on  entering  school  at  the 
age  of  5,  this  very  fatal  disease  would  become  a rarity. 
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The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  have  ex- 
perienced a hard  year’s  work,  and  I must  pay  tribute 
to  the  loyal  co-operation  and  efficiency  with  which  they 
have  carried  out  their  duty. 

To  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing- 
Officer,  Mr.  J.  S.  Watson,  I owe  a special  debt  fur  his 
most  valuable  help,  which  as  ever,  has  been  very  freely 
at  my  disposal. 

Very  close  co-operation  has  existed  between  my 
department  and  that  of  your  Eng-ineer,  Mr.  0.  A. 
Giay,  and  I have  to  thank  him  for  much  help,  especi- 
ally with  the  section  dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Cir- 
cumstances of  the  area. 

I must  also  record  my  appreciation  of  the  con- 
tinued help  and  advice  received  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  and  the  senior  members  of  his  staff 
in  many  difficult  problems. 

Finally  I must  thank  the  Chairman  and  each 
member  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  support 
and  encouragement. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  H.  TOWERS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


V. 


SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

A’l'ea  (in  acii’es) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1947, 
according  to  the  Kate  Books 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 
Population 


250,464 

7,598 

£178,777 

£719 

27,700 


The  district  continues  to  be  principally  an  agri- 
cultural and  dairy  farming  one.  Other  Industries 
carried  on  include  brick-making,  coal-mining,  and 
quarrying.  There  are  also  calico  works  and  plaster 
and  cement  works,  the  latter  being  an  industry  which 
is  increasing  in  size  and  importance. 


Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS: 

(a)  Live  Births: 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

270 

237 

507 

Illegitimate 

19 

21 

40 

289 

258 

547 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population, 
mid  1947  is  therefore  19.7. 

Rates  of  illegitimate  to  total  births  — 1 in  13.6. 

(b)  Still  Births. 

Legitimate  4 7 11 

Illegitimate  — 11 


4 8 12 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  births  — 21.9. 

Comparison  with  other  Areas: 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  20.5 

„ „ „ Administrative  County  ...  22.0 

„ „ „ Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  22.9 

„ „ „ Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  21.4 

,,  „ „ Border  Rural  District  ...  19.7 

Compared  with  previous  years: 

1942.  1943.  1944.  1945.  1946.  1947. 

469  465  533  430  485  547 

16.4  16.6  19.1  15.9  17.6  19.7 


Total  Live  Births 
Birth  Rate 
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DEATHS: 

Males. 

196 


Females. 

177 


Total. 

373 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  pop- 
ulation 13.4. 

As  has  been,  the  case  for  several  years,  the  Death 
Rate  is  the  “ Crude”  Rate,  i.e.,  uncorrected  for  sex 
and  age  distribution.  The  “ Factor  for  Correction  ” 
noimally  given  by  the  Registrar  General,  is  not  yet 
being  supplied.  In  a rural  area,  the  “ corrected  ” death 
rate  is  usually  slightly  lower  than  the  “ Crude  ” 
rate. 

Comparison  with  other  areas : 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  12.0 

„ „ „ Administrative  County  ...  13.8 

„ „ „ Urban  Disuicts  of  Cumberland  14.3 

„ „ „ Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  13.4 

„ „ „ Border  Rural  District  ...  13.4 

Compared  with  previous  years: 

1942.  1943.  1944.  1945.  1946.  1947. 
Total  Deaths  ...  371  338  347  335  328  373 

Death  Rate  - ...  12.3  12.0  12.7  12.4  11.9  13.4 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

Deaths. 


Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  0 — 

Other  puerperal  causes  1 1.7 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  48 

,,  „ Measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

„ „ Whooping  Ccugh  (all  ages)  0 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  birth-s 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year: 
Legitimate  ...  ...  23 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1 


43 

45 

25 


Total 


24 
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Compared  with  other  areas: 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  41 

„ „ „ „ Administrative  County  of  Cum- 
berland ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  Urban  districts  of  Cumberland  46 
„ „ „ „ Rural  districts  of  Cumberland  39 

„ ,,  „ „ Border  Rural  district  ...  ...  43 

Analysis  of  ages  at  death  and  causes  of  death  of 
infants  under  1 year: 


(a)  Ages: 

Under  1 day  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Over  1 day  and  under  1 week  9 

„ 1 week  and  under  1 month  ...  3 

„ 1 month  and  under  3 months  ...  4 

„ 3 months  and  under  6 months  ...  2 

„ 6 months  and  under  12  months  ...  3 

(b)  Causes  of  death: 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Congenital  Malfonnation,  Birth  Injuries 

and  Infantile  Diseases  ...  ...  13 

Accidental  Choking  ...  ...  ...  2 

Aspiration  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Cancer. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Number  of  deaths  from/ Cancer  (all  ages)  25  23  48. 

The  number  of  Cancer  Deaths  shows  an  increase  of  10  as 
compared  with  1946. 


Incidence  of 

Cancer  for 

past  6 

years : 

1942.  1943. 

1944. 

1945. 

1946. 

1947. 

Deaths  

50 

47 

52 

44 

38 

48 

Rate  per  1,000 

of  pop- 

ulation 

1.75 

1.71 

1.9 

1.63 

1.38 

1.73 

Percentage  of 

total 

deaths 

13.4 

13.9 

14.9 

13.1 

11.5 

12.8 
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General  Causes  of  Death. 


Males. 

Females. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  

— 



Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

1 



Scarlet  Fever  





Whooping  Cough  





Diphtheria  

— 



Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

4 



Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

1 

Influenza  



1 

Measles  





Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis 

1 

— 

Acute  Infantile  Encephalitis  

1 

— 

Cancer: 

Mouth  and  oesophogus  (m)  and  uterus  (f) 

2 

4 

Stomach  and  duodenum  

8 

2 

Breast  

— 

4 

All  other  sites  

15 

13 

Diabetes  

— 

4 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  

26 

32 

Heart  Diseases  

62 

62 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

7 

9 

Bronchitis  

6 

4 

Pneumonia  

5 

5 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

4 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  Duodenum  

4 

2 

Diarrhoea — under  2 years  of  age  

2 

— 

Appendicitis  

3 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases  

5 

2 

Nephritis  

2 

5 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  sepsis  

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes  

— 

1 

Premature  Birth  

Congenital  Malformations,  birth  injuries, 

3 

2 

etc.  

7 

6 

Suicide  

— 

— 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

5 

2 

Other  Violent  causes  

3 

2 

All  other  causes  

18 

13 

196  177 


IX. 


SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  during  the  year  in 
the  health  services  provided. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  specimens  taken  with  a view  to 
?.ssist  diagnosis  and/or  to  prevent  the  spread  of  in- 
fection, are  sent  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the 
Cumberland  Infirmary,  Carlisle.  A copy  of  the  report 
on  each  specimen  is  sent  to  your  Medical  Officer  as 
well  as  to  the  practitioner  concerned. 

Water  Samples  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination  are  sent  to  this  laboratory,  as  well  as 
routine  and  special  milk  samples. 

Details  of  these  will  be  found  under  other 
sections. 

Samples  sent  by  practitioners,  etc.,  were  as 
follows : 


Throat  Swabs  

. ...  20 

Mouth  Swabs  

. ...  1 

Nose  Swabs  

. ...  1 

Sputum  for  Tubercle 

. ...  18 

Cervical  Swabs  

1 

Water  Sample  

. ...  1 

Note:  The  sputum  samples  do  not  include  those 
sent  by  your  Medical  Officer  from  Carlisle 
and  Brampton  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. 


(h)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  provision  of  ambulances  has  been  adequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  district,  both  for  general  and  in- 
fectious cases.  A sufficiency  of  cars  has  also  been 
available  for  the  conveyance  of  patients  to  and  from 
hospitals. 


(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

District  Nurses  are  stationed  at 


Burgh-by-Sands. 
Wetheral. 
Carleton  and 


Houghton.  Longtown. 

Dalston.  Lanercost. 

Bewcastle.  Irthington. 


BramiDton.  Hallbankgate. 


Scotby. 


Hayton. 

{d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

No  change  has  taken  place. 

School  Clinics  are  held  fortnightly  at  Carlisle  and 
Brampton  by  the  Medical  Officer.  Intermediate  Clinics 
are  held  by  a Health  Visitor. 

The  same  arrangement  holds  good  for  infants 
and  children  under  school  age,  clinics  being  held  fort- 
nightly with  intermediate  sessions  by  a Health 
Visitor. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  sessions  are  also  held 
fortnightly  at  both  Carlisle  and  Brampton,  but  in  this 
case  no  intermediate  sessions  are  held. 

The  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  both  centres  is 
your  Medical  Officer,  an  arrangement  which  has  many 
advantages. 

The  clinics  are,  of  course,  administered  by  the 
County  Council. 

Dental  Clinics  are  held  at  both  centres  and  at 
Carlisle  Centre  Orthopoedic  sessions  are  held.  These 
latter  are  under  specialist  staffs. 

The  following  brief  summary  indicates  the  use 
made  of  the  Centres. 

School  Clinics — 372  individual  children  made 
1,349  attendances. 

Infant  Welfare — 58  infants  age  0 — 1 made  458 
attendances. 


106  children  age  1 — 5 made 
245  attendances. 
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Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 


New  cases  dealt  with  (definite  cases)  ...  19 

“Casuals”  ...  ...  ...  27 

Attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  228 

Home  Visits  by  Medical  Officer  ...  ...  15 

Consultations  with  practitioners  ...  ...  24 

Contacts  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 


(c)  Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  hospitals  available  are  adequate  and  are  as 
follows: 

(a)  General: 

Cumberland  Infirmary,  Carlisle. 

City  General  Hospital,  Carlisle. 

Brampton  Cottage  Hospital. 

(b)  Special: 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Longtown. 

City  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Carlisle. 
Garlands  Mental  Hospital,  Carlisle. 
Blencathra  Sanatorium,  Threlkeld. 

Meathop  Sanatorium,  Grange-over-Sands. 
Ethel  Hedley  Orthopoedic,  Windermere. 
Oswestry  Orthopoedic  Hospital. 


SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supplies. 

Important  steps  towards  the  provision  of  more 
adequate  supplies  of  water  were  taken  Iiy  the  Council 
in  becoming  a member  of  the  North  Cumberland 
Water  Board,  and  the  promotion  of  a Bill  by  the  Cum- 
berland County  Council  to  secure  powei-s  to  develop 
the  Caldew  Head  Scheme. 

Owing  to  previous  shortage  of  supply  and  the 
building  of  additional  houses,  consent  from  the 
Ministry  was  obtained  to  provide  a nev^  watermain 
from  Wreay  to  Cotehill  and  a contract  let,  but  owing 
to  slow  delivery  of  pipes  no  progress  was  made  during 
the  year. 
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In  order  to  obtain  additional  supplies  of  water  to 
augment  the  Crew  Fell  Scheme  to  supply  Solport 
Parish.  Lees  Hill,  V/est  Hall,  and  other  areas,  provi- 
sional arrangements  were  made  to  acquire  springs 
in  Bewcastle,  which  were  visited  by  an  Inspector  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  who  conferred  with  interested 
parties. 

The  renewal  of  defective  water-mains  in  the 
Mossband  area  of  Longtown  district  was  atfective  in 
curtailing  much  waste  and  increasing  the  pressure  at 
Blackbank,  where  an  acute  shortage  had  been  pre- 
valent. 

Negotiations  were  opened  to  acquire  the  Air 
Ministry  main  between  Castle  Carrock  and  Crosby 
AiiTield,  to  be  utilised  in  raising  the  pressure  in 
Irthington  Parish  where  a sufficient  supply  has  been 
absent  for  several  years. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal: 

Shortages  in  labour  and  materials  continued  to 
restrict  progress  in  carrying  out  works  involving 
capital  expenditure. 

The  Minister  of  Health  directed  an  Inquiry  on  the 
Council’s  application  to  carry  out  the  scheme  for 
Dalston  and  adjoining  district,  but  sanction  to  proceed 
with  the  work  had  not  been  received  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Plans  were  prepared  for  a scheme  for  the  village 
of  Cotehill  to  serve  the  village  and  new  houses  under 
construction  by  the  Brampton  Public  Utility  Society 
to  house  workers  in  local  industry.  A Ministry  of 
Health  Inquiry  was  held,  approval  received,  and  the 
work  started  by  the  contractor  in  the  last  month  of 
the  year. 

Thnrstonfield  sewerage  continued  to  be  held  up 
owing  to  Wigton  R.D.C.  not  having  completed  their 
arrangements  to  proceed  with  their  part  of  the  joint 
scheme  serving  Kirkbampton. 

Irthington  Village  had  a scheme  prepared,  which 
involved  pumping,  and  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  who  held  a local  Inquiry  on  the  Council’s 
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application.  An  Inquiry  was  also  held  to  consider  the 
Council’s  scheme  for  Gt.  Orton  Village. 

Preliminary  consideration  was  given  to  schemes 
involving  Houghton,  Kirkandrews-on-Eden  and  Beau- 
mont, where  difficulties  arose  as  to  sites  for  outfall 
works. 


SECTION  D. 
HOUSING. 


SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report). 


SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  1947  as  regards  in- 
fectious diseases  was  the  outbreak  of  Infantile 
Paralysis.  This  outbreak  was  not  limited  to  your 
district,  most  areas  throughout  the  whole  country 
were  affected  to  a greater  or  lesser  extent. 

The  total  number  of  cases  recorded  in  your 
District  was  14.  The  first  case  came  under  notice  on 
24th  June,  and  the  last  on  4th  September.  Of  the  re- 
maining 12  cases,  6 occurred  in  July  and  6 in  August. 

In  view  of  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  the  risk 
of  permanent  paralysis  as  an  after-effect,  the  County 
Council  made  special  arrangements  to  supervise 
the  outbreak  with  all  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the 
County.  By  special  arrangements  all  cases  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  Carlisle  City  Fever  Hospital. 
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One  case,  that  of  a youth  of  17,  ended  fatally  from 
respiratory  paralysis. 

All  cases  were  reviewed  after  discharge  from  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  at  special  Orthopoedic 
Clinic  Sessions.  As  a result  of  this  review,  five 
children  w'ere  admitted  to  the  Ethel  Hedly  Orthopoedic 
Hospital,  Windermere.  Two  of  these  still  remain 
there  as  in-patients.  The  remaining  3 cases  were  dis- 
charged after  periods  varying  from  2 to  3 months, 
and  are  being  kept  under  observation  at  the  normal 
Orthopoedic  Clinic  sessions. 


There  was  also  1 non-civilian  case  at  Hadrian’s 
Camp.  ‘ 


The  distribution  of 
following  list. 


Blackwell  ...  1 

Cotehill  ...  1 

Longtown  ...  1 

Rockcliffe  ...  2 

Hethersgill  ...  1 

Cocklakes  ...  1 


the  cases  is  shown  in  the 


Irthington  ...  1 

Carlatton  ...  1 

Warwick  ...  1 

Penton  ...  1 

Hayton  ...  1 

Tindale  ...  1 


Another  feature  worthy  of  notice  was  the  free- 
dom of  the  District  from  Diphtheria,  no  case  being 
notified  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  a marked  fall  in  the  incidence  of 
Diphtheria  during  the  past  4 years,  the  number  of 
notified  cases  being  28,  14,  8,  and  0,  in  1944,  45,  46, 
and  1947. 

This  fall  has  been  general  throughout  the 
Country  as  a whole.  The  number  of  notified  cases  and 
deaths  has  declined  every  year  since  immunisation 
was  commenced  on  a large  scale. 

The  following  extracts  on  this  subject  are  taken 
from  a Ministry  of  Health  Circular  received  in  June, 
1948. 

“ The  provisional  figure  for  deaths  from  diph- 
theria in  1947,  v/as  245,  compared  with  almost  an 
average  of  about  2,800  deaths  annually  in  the  ten-year 
period  of  1931-40.  For  the  sixth  successive  year, 
therefore,  the  number  of  dcatlis  was  the  lowest  yet 
recorded.” 


XV. 


“ Totals  of  deaths  and  orig'inal  notifications  during 
the  past)  eight  years  are  as  follows : 


DIPHTHERIA. 


YEAR. 

DEATHS. 

CASES. 

1940 

2,480 

46,281 

1941 

2,641 

50,797 

1942 

1,827 

41,404 

1943 

1,371 

34,662 

1944 

934 

29,949 

1945 

722 

25,246 

1946 

472 

18,283 

1947 

245 

10,469 

“ For  the  ten-year  period  1931-40,  the  average 
number  of  original  notifications  was  about  55,300.  The 
total  for  1947  will  therefore  be  about  45,000  below  that 
average.  This  decrease  has  resulted  in  very  sub- 
stantial savings  to  public  funds.  In  addition,  the 
strain  on  medical  and  nursing  personnel  has  been  re- 
lieved ; it  is  estimated  that  about  2,500  nurses  are 
freed  for  other  work.” 


In  your  District,  Immunisation  has  continued 
steadily  as  in  previous  years.  This  is  carried  out 
both  at  all  schools  and  it  is  combined  with  the  visit 
for  the  purpose  of  Medical  Inspection.  It  is  also  car- 
ried out  at  the  School  Clinics  and  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics. 


The  number  of  cases  as  inmiunised  during  1947 
was  as  follows ; 

Age  0 — 5 years  259 

,,  5 15  „ ...  ...  67 

Re-Immunised  ...  ...  373 

Re-Immunisation,  consisting  of  a single  injection, 
is  recommended  in  all  cases  where  an  interval  of  from 
44  to  5 years  has  elapsed  since  the  original  immunis- 
ation. This  is  done  as  the  effect  of  the  original  im- 
munisation tends  to  wear  off  after  a period  of  5 years, 
and  a reinforcing  injection  has  the  effect  of  again 
raising  resistance  to  the  disease  to  a very  high  level. 
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The  total  number  of  children  so  re-imniiuiised 
during-  the  past  two  years  is  1,142. 

The  aliove  figures  do  not  give  a really  true 
picture  as  to  the  state  of  immunisation  in  the  District 
as  it  is  known  that  a very  appreciable  number  of 
children  are  dealt  with  by  the  family  doctor,  but  at 
present  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  this 
figure  is. 

The  incidence  of  other  common  infectious  disease 
showed  little  change  during  the  year  and  no  large  scale 
epidemic  occurred. 

The  position  is  set  out  in  the  following  table, 
with  the  figures  for  1946  given  for  comparison. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

(Civilians  Only). 

Cases  Admitted  to  Deaths 


1946. 

1947. 

Hospital 

Smallpox 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

...  16 

14 

5 

— 

Diphtheria 

...  8 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

...  3 

2 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

...  13 

12 

1 

Measles 

...  48 

115 

— 

— 

WhoopinjT  Cough 

...  31 

20 

1 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

1 

2 

2 

1 

Erysipelas 

...  2 

1 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Infantile  Paralysis 

Non-Ci-vdlian  Cases  — 

...  — 14 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 
Infantile  Paralysis 

14 

7 

5 

1 

1 
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AGE  INCIDENCE. 

(Civilians). 

Under  1 2 3 4 5 10  15  20  35  45  65  Total. 


-t-  i-i  W -I  J.  w X.y  Nyv 

1 year. 

Smallpox  — — 

Diphtheria  — — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  — 17312 14 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid  ...  — — 

Puerperal  PjTexia  — 2 2 

Pneumonia  — 2 — 3 7 12 

Measles  2 13  9 16 15  54  5 1 115 

Whooping  Cough  ...  2 1131111 20 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  — 1 — 1 2 

Erysipelas  — 1 — 1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  ...  — — 

Dysentery  — — 

Acute  Encephalitis  — — 

Infantile  Paralysis  — — 1 — 2141 14 


Tuberculosis. 

There  is  no  indication  of  any  undue  incidence 
of  tuberculosis  in  any  part  of  the  District,  or  any  un- 
due mortality  from  • any  particular  occupation. 

The  use  made  of  facilities  provided  for  diagnosis 
and  treatment  is  good,  and  no  instance  of  neglect  to 
notify  has  come  to  notice. 


Analysis  of 

new  cases 

notified  and  deaths 

is  given 

in 

the  following 

— 

“ New 

” Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Age  . 

0—  1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1—  5 
5—15 

. . . 

1 

1 

3 

2 

— 



1 

— 

15—25 

...  

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

2.5—35 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

35—45 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55 

...  3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—65 

...  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





Over  65 

...  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

9 

8 

5 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
AND  HOUSING  OFFICER. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1947. 


To  the  BORDER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report. 


NOTICES  SERVED. 


The  number  of  Notices  served  during  the  year 
was  128,  i.e.:— 

Formal  Informal 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  1 ...  43 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  25 

Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders  ...  — ...  59 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  several  of  the  Notices  had 
not  been  complied  with.  Proposals  for  carrying  out 
the  necessary  worl:  have,  how'ever,  been  agreed  to. 


HOUSING. 

New  Buildings. 

Progress,  if  somewhat  slow,  continues  to  be  made 
in  the  provision  of  new  houses  and  during  the  year 
24  were  completed  by  the  local  i\uthority  and  33  by 
private  enterprise. 

In  addition,  104  houses  were  in  course  of  erection 
by  the  Local  Authority  and  Brampton  Public  Utility 
Society  and  20  houses  by  private  enterprise. 
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The  following  table  gives  details: — 


Place. 

Proposed. 

In  course 
of  erection. 

Completed. 

Great  Orton 

6 

— 

6 

Lanercost 

2 

— 

2 

Penton 

4 

— 

2 

Longtown 

...  168 

— 

2 

Burgh  by- Sands 

6 

— 

6 

Rockcliffe 

6 

4 

2 

Durdar 

6 

2 

4 

Cargo 

4 

4 

— 

Low  Row 

2 

2 

— 

Hallbankgate 

6 

6 

— 

Newby  East 

2 

2 

— 

Beaumont 

2 

2 

— 

Brampton 

...  118 

— 

— 

*Cotehill  

50 

50 

— 

*Sandysike 

6 

6 

— 

Smithfield 

8 

— 

— 

Cummersdale 

26 

26 

— 

Total  . . . 

...  422 

..  104 

24 

By  Licence  ... 

— 

20 

33 

Grand  Total 

...  422 

..  124 

57 

* Being  erected  by  Brampton  Public  Utility  Society. 


In  addition  the  Council  have  taken  over  the 
W.A.A.F.  Site  at  Laversdale  and  the  work  of  convert- 
ing the  accommodation  into  23  houses  is  in  progress. 

Reconditioning. 

A limited  amount  of  reconditioning  work  has 
been  possible  under  licence  and  several  conversions  of 
properties  providing  additional  houses  has  also  been 
done.  In  this  way  additional  accommodation  has  been 
provided  for  31  families. 
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Drainage  and  Water  Closets. 


The  number  of  new  drainage  systems  installed 
and  water  closets  provided  in  place  of  earth  closets 
or  privies  is  85.  5 of  these  are  drained  to  the  Council’s 
sewers  and  30  to  cesspools. 


Water  Supplies. 

The  number  of  houses  provided  with  a sufficient 
water  supply  is  88. 


Camping  Sites. 

During  the  year  the  several  camping  sites  have 
been  conducted  in  such  a way  as  to  give  no  cause  for 
complaint. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  in  the  area  used  for  camping 

purposes  during  1947  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which 

licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  9 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders. 

Although  it  has  been  decided  to  take  from  Local 
Authorities  the  major  duties  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Orders,  the  “ appointed  day  ” has  not  yet  been 
fixed.  While  every  endeavour  is  made  to  ad- 
minister the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  owing  to  the 
numerous  applications  for  Tuberculin  Tested  licences; 
the  present  commitments  of  the  Sanitary  Department 
and  thei  limited  staff  available,  it  is  found  increasingly 
difficult  to  keep  up  to  date  the  work  entailed  in  ad- 
ministering, on  behalf  of  tho  County  Council,  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Orders.  In  spite  of  this  how- 
ever, a considerable  amount  of  useful  work  has  been 
done  and  there  is  an  increase  during  the  year  of  35 
Tuberculin  Tested  producers,  and  774  samples  of  milk 
have  been  taken. 
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The  number  of  registerd  producers  is  1,276.  Visits 
during  the  year  total  1,151.  Improvements  have  been 
carried  out  to  59  cowsheds  and  29  premises  have  been 
provided  witli  suitable  cooling  and/or  sterilising  rooms 
and  2 new  cowsheds  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Of  the  774  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  the 
Methylene  Blue  and  “B”  Coli  tests,  237  were  examined 
for  T.B.  and  all  were  negative. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  samples  taken  annually 

since  1938. 


1938.  1939.  1940.  1941.  1942.  1943.  1944.  1945.  1946.  1947. 


Accredited 

423 

226 

347 

449 

434 

283 

211 

95 

157 

96 

Tuberculin  Tested 

103 

69 

140 

165 

164 

178 

186 

198 

436 

534 

School  Milk 

63 

45 

13 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ordinary  Producers 

39 

7 

77 

100 

113 

143 

162 

109 

209 

144 

628 

347 

577 

715 

711 

604 

559 

402 

802 

774 

Samples  collected  by 

Carlisle  Corporation 

160 

176 

27 

55 

32 

21 

8 

1 

— 

— 

788 

523 

604 

770 

745 

625 

567 

403 

802 

774 

Samples  collected  at 

Depots  728 


1353 


Samples  collected  in 

course  of  delivery  5 4 


408  806  774 


206  designated  producers  were  sampled  with  the 
following  results: 

76  producers  had  no  unsatisfactory  samples. 

79  „ „ 1 „ sample. 

35  „ „ 2 „ samples. 

16  „ „ 3 or  more  unsatisfactory  samples. 
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Licences  in  force  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  1947, 
together  with  those  of  previous,  years. 


Tuberculin  Tested  Accredited 


Y ear. 

Licences. 

Licences. 

Previous  to  1935 

4 

3 

1935 

11 

85 

1936 

23 

111 

1937 

32 

124 

1938 

35 

123 

1939 

42 

123 

1940 

46 

120 

1941 

42 

118 

1942 

41 

107 

1943 

47 

85 

1944 

77 

66 

1945 

105 

48 

1946 

142 

40 

1947 

177 

31 

Comparative  statement  showing  Accredited  and 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Licences  in  force  in  the  various 

districts  in  the  County  at  the  end  of  1947 : 

District. 

No.  of 
Accredited 

No.  of 
Tuberculin 

Total 

Licences. 

Tested 

Licences. 

Rural  Districts:  — 

Alston 

— 

8 

8 

BORDER 

31 

177 

208 

Cockermouth  ... 

15 

37 

52 

Ennerdale 

18 

27 

45 

Millom 

14 

6 

20 

Penrith 

11 

74 

85 

Wi,gton 

27 

69 

96 

Urban  District:  — 

Cockermouth  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Keswick 

— 

1 

1 

Maryport 

3 

1 

4 

Penrith 

1 

6 

7 

Borough  Councils:  — 

Whitehaven 

15 

1 

16 

Workington 

5 

2 

7 

141 

410 

551 
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Slaughter  Houses. 

Owing  to  the  Government  Scheme  of  Centralised 
Slaughtering  the  Slaughter  Houses  are  not  used  for 
the  purpose  of  Slaughter.  As,  however,  some  of  them 
are  used  as  Butchers’  Shops,  visits  continue  to  be 
made. 

22  visits  have  been  made  to  shops,  stores  and 
canteens,  etc.,  and  the  following  is  a list  of  unsound 


food  which  was  condemned  during 

the  year; 

Imported  Beef 

212 

lbs. 

Canned  Beef 

CO 

lbs. 

„ Pork  Loaf 

6 

lbs. 

„ Tongue 

6 

lbs. 

Fish  

427 

lbs. 

Bacon 

49 

lbs. 

Margarine 

18^ 

lbs. 

*Butter 

94 

lbs. 

Canned  Fruit,  Prunes  ... 

30 

lbs. 

* Consignment  unsaleable  but  released  for  manufacturing 
pui’poses. 

Certificates  in  appropriate  cases  have  been  issued 
to  enable  traders  to  replace  goods  condemned. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  12  bakehouses  in  the  district,  all  of 
which  have  been  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Factories  Act. 

Under  the  above  Act,  24  inspections  were  made. 
3 Notices  were  served  requiring  the  provision  or  im- 
provements of  sanitary  arrangements. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  two  Knackers  Yards  in  the  area  and 
have  both  operated  during  the  year  satisfactorily. 

Rodent  Control. 

So  far  as  the  Council  refuse  tips  are  concerned, 
contracts  have  been  continued  with  the  Cumberland 
War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  for  the 
destruction  of  rats,  and  the  airangement  has  worked 
satisfactorily. 
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3 complaints  of  infestations  were  investigated, 
none  of  these  were  referred  to  the  Pests  Officer  of  the 
Cumberland  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee, 
and  all  were  successfully  dealt  with  by  the  occupiers. 


Refuse  Collection. 

This  year  saw  the  whole  of  the  work  of  refuse 
collection  undertaken  by  direct  labour.  In  addition 


the  scheme  was  extended 
areas  and  all  properties  are 
Raughtonhead. 
Stockdalewath. 

Gaitsgill. 

Raughton. 

Rosebank. 

Great  Orton. 

Little  Orton. 

Orton  Rigg. 

Orton  Grange. 
Baldwinholme. 

Walton. 

Newtown  Irthington. 

West  Hall. 

Kirkcambeck. 

The  estimated  number 
scheme  is  6,121. 


to  take  in  the  following 
now  collected  weekly. 

Lees  Hill. 

Banks. 

Lanerccst. 

Gilsland. 

Cumrew. 

Cumwhitton. 

Scaleby. 

Smithfield. 

Kirklinton. 

Hethersgill. 

Bolton  Fell. 

Blackbank. 

Mill  Hill. 

of  houses  included  in  the 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITUPvE  AND  RECEIPTS 
FOR  REFUSE  COLLECTION  & SALVAGE,  1947/48. 

Expenditure.  f s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Contractors  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Wages  ...  ...  ...  ...  2465 

Refuse  Tips,  Rents  & Maintenance  19  14 
Vehicles,  Repairs,  Oil,  Petrol,  et'c.  658  0 

Overalls,  Advertising,  etc.  ...  ...  67  9 3 

Scotby  Depot  ...  ...  ...  357  18  10 


s. 

1 

8 


d. 

3 

2 

6 

6 


Receipts. 

Sales  of  Salva,ge 
Miscellaneous  Income 


174 

71 


3 

6 


3661  12  6 


245  9 9 


Net  Cost  ... 


...  £3416  2 9 
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The  weights  of  salvage  collected  are  as  follows : — 


Paper 

Bones 

Rags 

Scrap  Metal 
Bottles 


Tons.  Cwts. 
23  7i 

— 19;^ 

— 63 

— 8i 

— 


Total  ...  25  4i 


There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  amount 
of  salvage  collected  but  this  is  still  far  from  satis- 
factory. Waste  paper  particularly  is  still  urgently 
needed  and  the  response  to  various  appeals  is  very 
disappointing. 
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Reco''d  of  Inspections. 

Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

„ „ re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  3 

„ „ re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ „ re  Dirty  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  1 

„ „ re  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  7 

„ „ re  Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  269 

„ „ re  under  Housing  Acts  ...  181 

„ „ re  Nuisances  ...  ...  104 

Van  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1151 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Visits — Unsound  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Offensive  Trades  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  Inspected  and  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

No.  of  Inspections — 

Watercourses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  36 

Salvage — Waste  Material  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents,  etc ...  ...  169 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Milk  Sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  774 

Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Shop  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Council  Houses,  Repairs,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Rat  Infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Visits  paid  to  housirig  applicants  ...  ...  200 

Requisition  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Visits  re  building  licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Ice  Cream  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Meetings,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Council  Housing  Schemes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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List  of  Works  Executed. 

By  Notice. 

Houses — 

Provided  with  sufficient  supply  of  water  ...  — 

Provided  with  sufficient  closet  accom.  ...  — 

Closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  ...  ...  4 

W.C.’s  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  18 

Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Without 

Notice. 

. 88 

31 


Workshops — 

Bakehouses  lime-washed  and  cleansed  ... 

Milk  and  Dairies  Orders — 

Cowsheds  reconstructed  and/or  improved 
New  cowsheds  provided 

Cooling  and  Sterilising  Rooms  provided 
and  improved  and  sterilising  plants 
installed 

Cowsheds  cleansed  and  lime-washed 


12 

.'i9 


29 

.•■8 


Drains — 

Existing  drains  connected  to  sewer  ...  — 

New  drains  provided  & connected  to  sewer  — 
New  drains  provided  to  cesspools  ...  — 

Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Ashpits — 

Constructed  (New)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Offensive  Trades — 

Premises  lime-washed  ...  ...  ...  — 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  — 

Slaughter  Houses — 

Premises  lime-washed  ...  ...  ...  — 


2 

3 

30 


14 

2 

4 

16 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  S.  WATSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


L 


« 


RICHARD  HOWE 
Brampton  ::  Cumb. 


♦ 


